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O U R  S C H O O L
The Brighton Waldorf School is part of an international, independent educational 

system which has over 1,150 schools worldwide, all dedicated to recognising and 

acknowledging the unique spirit and talents of each individual child.

Our rich and inspirational curriculum meets the needs of each individual child, 

integrating an academic, artistic and practical learning culture which balances our 

pupils’ physical, emotional, intellectual, cultural and spiritual needs; allowing them 

to develop into confident young people.

The Brighton Waldorf Teachers are dedicated to creating a genuine love of 

learning within each pupil. They work in partnership with parents to foster the 

whole development of the child and consciously cultivate qualities such as trust, 

compassion and an inner moral sense.

Our school guides children toward self-knowledge, teaching them clarity of thought 

and a strength of purpose, developing independent and inspiring individuals, who 

are happy, capable and caring.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 

Our English lessons cultivate the spoken word and all 

forms of literacy through spelling, grammar and the 

elements of language composition.

The English Language and Literature lessons 

continuously widen our pupil’s vocabulary and improve 

their use of grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Our Teachers are dedicated to delivering the English 

Language and Literature classes to inspire, challenge and 

motivate every pupil. 

MATHEMATICS

Through explaining the 

pattern of numbers, our 

Mathematics classes 

work to dispel any 

inherited fear of the 

subject by introducing it 

to the pupil from the very 

beginning of their time with 

the School.

In the beginning, the Teachers do this through number 

games, pattern and rhythm.  As pupils progress through 

the School, all aspects of the subject are taught including 

geometry, algebra, fractions, decimals, platonic solids, 

the Four Number Processes and mental arithmetic. In 

addition, statistics and the handling of data in the Upper 

School demonstrates the social, economic and political 

uses of maths.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

At The Brighton Waldorf School we believe the teaching of 

foreign languages is an essential part of our curriculum, 

and its success is reflected in our GCSE results which are 

well above the national average.

From the age of six in Class 1, children are taught foreign 

languages by native speakers in ways that make language 

learning fun. By the end of the class year, the children’s 

active vocabulary includes colours, classroom objects, 

parts of the body and numbers up to 20 and they can 

respond to simple commands and basic questions.

When the GCSE syllabus begins, lessons incorporate 

poetry, plays and songs, which become more challenging 

as pupils’ abilities increase. As they continue to develop, 

vocabulary covers interests, hobbies and plans as well as 

travel and tourism, jobs, work experience, 

social issues and relationships.

In addition, grammatical structures 

are studied and include adjectives, 

adverbs, tenses, reflexive and 

impersonal verbs, forms of 

address, passive forms and direct 

and indirect objects.
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ART

From our Early Years Department, the children take part in 

fun painting classes where they begin to explore 

the mixing of colours. As they progress 

through the School, the children get to 

grips with the technicalities of using a 

paintbrush and controlling the paint.

Different tones and the characters 

of the colours themselves are 

worked on and the Teacher links 

these exercises with the Main Lesson 

subjects. Further on, the children 

paint scenes from Main Lesson 

subjects, for example, Norse mythology 

or Ancient Egypt, whilst also looking at the 

seasons, festivals, animals and times of day. 

Moving through the School, pupils cover black 

and white drawing and learn to perceive the qualities 

inherent in light and dark; produce ‘veil paintings’, explore 

shadows, symmetry, mirror image and observation; colour 

perspective, maps and mood paintings.

In the Upper School a variety of methods are used to 

develop the skills of the pupils, such as charcoal, crayon, 

chalk pastels, Chinese ink, and block/lino printing. Class 10 

students produce three GCSE projects to fulfil the course 

requirements in various forms, including a still life of their 

own in watercolours. 

HISTORY

History classes begin in Class 5 with Ancient Mythology 

and a spectrum of early civilisations. By age 12, the 

children are taught the interconnections running 

throughout history and participate in Latin lessons which 

helps them to grasp the influence Roman culture has on 

our present civilisation.

Other history topics covered include the early Middle Ages 

and Charlemagne’s founding of the Holy Roman Empire; 

the Norman Conquest and its implications for our country, 

the Crusades, the Battle of Agincourt and Joan of Arc.

The glories of The Renaissance in Italy, the Elizabethan 

Age (including Shakespeare), the English Reformation, 

the English Civil War and the Thirty-Year War are also 

studied. Other topics include the French, American 

and Russian Revolutions, the First World War, Third 

World issues and the biography of Nelson Mandela.

By the time students have reached the Upper 

School, History lessons have depicted the progress 

of humanity from mythical and pre-historical 

cultural times through to the development of a 

material civilisation, with consequences of a social, 

political and ecological nature. 

SCIENCE

Children first encounter Science when attending the 

Kindergarten (part of the Early Years Department) through 

the rhythm of the seasons.

As the children move through the classes, their first 

contact with formal science is the Man and Animal Main 

Lesson in Class 4, followed by the Plant Study Main 

Lessons in Class 5. From Class 6 to Class 8, the Science 

Curriculum broadens to encompass astronomy, physics 

(magnetism, electrostatics, light, sound and forces), 

chemistry (combustion, salts, acids and bases, sugars, 

starch, cellulose and proteins) and human biology (health, 

nutrition and anatomy). 

In the Upper School, Science is taught through 

demonstrations and experiments. Accurate observation, 

precise measurement, rigorous recording and full, clear 

descriptions are required of the pupils. Where appropriate 

mathematical laws are derived from experimental results. 

The Class 9 and 10 Science Curriculum geomorphology, 

climatology, oceanography, organic chemistry, physics, 

anatomy and embryology.

“You are never far from 
stunning artwork or the 

sound of music.”
OFSTED 2021



GEOGRAPHY

Geography is one of the most important subjects in our 

curriculum as it encompasses many aspects of the world 

around us. In the earlier years, the children become aware 

of their close surroundings, the kingdoms of nature, the 

elements and seasons. The Curriculum expands to cover 

farming, building and other local trades. 

Local geography gives the children a more concrete source 

of knowledge. In Brighton they are fortunate and can 

explore the South Downs and beaches as well as many 

sites and activities in and around the City.

As children move through the School, we build on the 

local geography. The children study 

the British Isles and become 

acquainted with maps and 

study the Continents, giving 

them an understanding the 

differences between countries, 

their people, languages and 

occupations; vegetation, rocks, 

the great rivers and the varied 

climates. 

WRITING

The Brighton Waldorf School gives great weight to hand 

writing. From the early classes of our School, the children 

learn to write by hand and do so beautifully and in an 

artistic way. They learn to use a fountain pen and they 

record in their Main Lesson books – in cursive writing - 

what they learn about the subjects they are studying.

Recent scientific research is corroborating the value of the 

use of the hands. Studies also show a correlation between 

handwriting and emotional and 

psychological condition. 

Among the findings 

the learning of 

good penmanship 

can support 

the healthy 

development 

of the child; 

handwriting 

exercises can 

be a means to 

improve mood 

and behaviour 

and analysis of 

handwriting can be a 

tool for understanding a 

child’s development.

EURYTHMY

Eurythmy is an art of movement that creates a harmonious 

relationship between the inner self and the physical body.  

In simple terms Eurythmy is often described as ‘visible 

speech’ and ‘visible music’.  It comprises a language of 

gestures representing each sound (vowel and consonant) 

and each musical tone and interval.

It is more closely related to dance than to gymnastics and 

is a relatively new art form.  Practising the elements of 

Eurythmical movement helps the children to become more 

coordinated, alert, graceful and at ease with themselves.

They work on choreography and interpretation of 

literature and music deepens the children’s aesthetic 

appreciation of those subjects experientially.

MUSIC

Singing and music is an integral part of the School day for 

all of our pupils.

Music is first introduced in Kindergarten in a playful way, 

with daily and seasonal verses and songs that the children 

are quick to learn. By Classes 1 and 2, the children are 

becoming confident in their use of pitch and rhythm.

Children learn the Pentatonic recorder from an early 

age as well as learning to read music.  As 

children progress through the School, 

music theory is emphasised with 

composition, and singing takes 

on more complexity to include 

harmonies, rounds and 

acapella arrangements. This 

continues throughout the 

older classes with all pupils 

in classes 8, 9 and 10 singing 

together in the school choir. 

Performances are an integral 

part of our seasonal and cultural 

celebrations culminating in our 

Winter concert that celebrates music and 

movement from across our school community.

In class 10 the pupils enjoy a world music main lesson, 

exploring the origins of music from across the globe and 

how it has progressed. The pupils can speak with industry 

professionals and gain insight into various aspects  

of creating, recording and producing music within 

the industry. 



LIFE SCIENCES

In adolescence, as pupils make the transition from 

childhood to adulthood, life skills sessions create an 

atmosphere where each student can safely explore, 

express and challenge their inner views and opinions and 

discuss difficult issues. 

Drug Awareness sessions raise awareness of both 

psychological and physiological addiction, what drugs 

are, how they work and the reasons why young people 

experiment. The subject matter covers tobacco, alcohol and 

illegal drugs. Students can research and present findings 

to the whole group and practise essential research, 

presentation and communication skills.

Sex Education sessions raise awareness of teenage 

pregnancy, STIs and HIV, safer sex practices, alcohol/drugs 

and sex. These issues are addressed through discussions, 

question and answer sessions and group workshops.

EXTERNAL RESOURCES

Guest speakers from a variety of health, social and 

business backgrounds are invited to elaborate on issues 

raised and discussed in previous workshops and lessons. 

Students also attend sessions in places of work to explore 

elements of particular organisations.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PE in our school is designed to develop skills for a lifetime 

of physical activity, an appreciation for the outdoors 

and the ability to meet and overcome life’s challenges.  

Our goal is to follow a child’s physical and cognitive 

development while supporting the academic curriculum.  

In Early years, healthy movement is practised with our 

daily walk, circle games and imaginative play.

Over time, games and team sports are introduced and 

children develop strong sensory integration, real respect 

for rules and an understanding of how a team works 

together.  For this reason, they are able to develop self;-

discipline and a healthy sense of competition. 

Our Sports lessons take place either on site or at one of our 

wonderful local sports facilities, including beach volleyball 

courts and climbing centre. 

DEBATES

Formally-managed debates around emotive topics help 

students to be aware of the differences between objective 

and subjective exchanges. These sessions allow students 

to make public their (often very strong) ideals, challenge 

those of others and be challenged in a safe environment.
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individuality. One pupil 
spoke of being ‘able to 

let my guard down 
and be me’.”
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We have three Kindergartens which welcome children aged 

two to six-years-old.

Each Kindergarten has a calm and quiet atmosphere 

which supports creative play and promotes learning and 

development.

We have after school care provision for families requiring 

additional hours. Our popular Afternoon Sessions take place 

at the end of the Kindergarten day, from 1:45pm until 6.00pm

CREATIVE INSPIRING EDUCATION
An International Curriculum

Our Early Years Department is a happy and nurturing environment,  
which accommodates babies and children up to six-years-old.

An Introduction

C U L T U R A L 
C E L E B R AT I O N S

Our Early Years Department  

welcomes family and friends to the 

School to enjoy our Cultural Celebrations, 

which are held throughout the School 

year. Our Cultural Celebrations are a 

vital and joyous part of our curriculum 

and are brought to the children through 

stories, songs and activities.

Waldorf School
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E A R L Y  Y E A R S

How Does The Brighton Waldorf Early Years 
Department Work?

At The Brighton Waldorf School, we nurture and develop 

a child’s love of language and communication through 

stories, songs, rhymes, puppet shows and creative play.

The children’s numeracy skills are developed in play 

through stacking, assembling, sorting, collecting, 

gathering, clapping and counting; and creative and 

domestic activities such as painting and drawing, cooking 

and sewing allow the children to develop their co-

ordination and originality.

Through looking after the School’s garden, planting flowers 

and vegetables and harvesting their produce, the children 

learn about the seasons and begin to have a love and 

respect for the Earth and world around them.

During the Kindergarten years, the vital building blocks 

for learning are positioned 

within a reassuring 

day-to-day rhythm, 

the yearly flow of 

seasonal changes 

and cultural 

celebrations.

At The Brighton Waldorf School, 

we believe a child’s imagination 

is one of their greatest assets and, just like physical 

exercise helps to strengthen our bodies, our imaginations 

help our minds to become supple, inquiring and agile. 

“This enables our pupils to see and identify opportunities 

that arise throughout their educational journey. That is 

one of the main reasons our curriculum focuses on and 

encourages the development of each pupil’s imagination, 

coupled with a passion for exploration, investigation, 

creativity and discovery.



SAPLINGS KINDERGARTEN  
Children aged 2 years 6 months to 4 years old

The Brighton Waldorf School’s Saplings 

Kindergarten provides a peaceful 

and protective environment for 

children to take their first steps 

into the ‘World of School’.

Throughout each morning, the 

children take part in fun, creative 

play and activities including 

baking, painting, simple crafts, 

gardening, singing, games and stories. 

The children also go on short outdoor walks.

Saplings Kindergarten

8:45am - 1:45pm Monday to Friday

KINDERGARTEN  
Children aged 3 years 6 months to 6 years old

We run two Kindergarten groups at The Brighton Waldorf 

School to cater for children aged between three and a half 

to six years-old. Our Kindergarten Curriculum is designed 

to encourage and support a child’s development and help 

build their confidence, preparing them for their move into 

the Main School.

Mornings begin with a walk up to the edge of the South 

Downs, where the children enjoy the views over the City 

and sea, observe the wildlife and have fun playing games.

The rhythm of the Kindergarten groups gives time and 

attention to creative play, outdoor time and daily activities, 

such as wet-on-wet painting, Eurythmy, baking, handwork 

and crafts.

All materials used are obtained from natural sources. For 

example, brightly coloured beeswax crayons and sheep’s 

fleece and wood for woodwork activities.

Kindergarten

8:45am - 1:45pm Monday to Friday

PARENT & BABY GROUP  
For children aged up to 18 months / walking

Our friendly, warm and welcoming Parent and Baby 

Groups are a great way to spend a morning in a sociable 

environment with parents / carers and babies, making new 

friends, sharing experiences and enjoying a range of fun and 

creative activities.

The Groups share parenting ideas and take part in talks with 

the Group Leader covering topics such as creating rhythm, 

weaning and much more. 

PARENT & CHILD GROUP  
For children 18 months / walking to 3 years old

The Brighton Waldorf School hosts several Parent and Child 

Groups each week. Children can attend from an early age 

with their parents / carers one morning a week to have fun, 

playing, singing and even baking.

We also offer seasonal activities to parents and carers, 

including taking part in our Cultural Celebrations that we 

observe and mark in a simple and age-appropriate way.

Each Group is small, warm and welcoming. They are an 

excellent way for parents / carers who are unfamiliar with 

the Waldorf Education values to gently test the water.

For further details on any of our Parent and Baby / Child 

Groups, please call 01273 386300 or email: 

enquiries@brightonwaldorfschool.org 

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N

www.brightonwaldorfschool.org

Limited Company No. 2395378 • Registered Charity No. 802036

“Children in kindergarten 
flourish socially and 

emotionally.”
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Pupils join The Brighton Waldorf Main School at age six and usually stay 
with the same Class Teacher for eight years, which builds a strong and 
robust relationship of mutual respect.

An Introduction

L O W E R  S C H O O L

CLASSES 1 TO 5 – AN OVERVIEW 
Children aged from 6 to 11 years old

It’s a big step to move from our Kindergarten to the Main School 

and the Class Teacher is on hand to guide each child through the 

next eight years of their learning journey.

At our School, academic learning is introduced in Class 1, and 

begins with Writing, then Reading and Numeracy. In our 

younger classes, all subjects are introduced through artistic 

channels, as we believe this engages pupils to greater 

effect. Languages are also important in our curriculum and 

Brighton Waldorf pupils are taught foreign languages, by 

native speakers, from the age of six.

Unique to the Waldorf education, the Main Lesson forms the 

first part of each school day. Taught by the Class Teacher, the 

Main Lesson focuses on one academic subject – for example, 

Literacy, Numeracy, History, Geography, Music and Science in 

three to four-week modules.

Pupils create their own textbooks in their Main Lesson workbooks, 

which become a record of their experiences and what they have learned. 

By creating their own workbooks, our pupils anchor knowledge more solidly 

than by simply reading a textbook. It is wonderful to see the enthusiastic pride our 

pupils take in creating their workbooks, it really demonstrates their true joy in learning.

At The Brighton Waldorf School, learning is a non-competitive activity. Grades are not given 

in the Lower School. Instead, the Class Teachers and Specialist Subject Teachers write detailed 

evaluations of each pupil at the end of the year and keep regular records of their progress.

An Introduction

The Main Lesson format is one of the most unique and distinctive characteristics of our curriculum 

and the Waldorf Education system. It lets our Class Teachers cover the curriculum in an in-depth 

way, providing our pupils with the fullest possible immersion and engagement in a subject.



CLASSES 1 & 2
Every morning to re-establish and anchor the classroom 

as a safe and secure place of learning, the Class Teacher 

greets each child as they arrive, thus reaffirming the 

relationship between pupil and Teacher.

Once all the children are present, the day begins with 

the Class reciting a verse followed by singing, speech 

exercises, poetry reading, movement, rhythmic games and 

music.

During their time in Class 1, the children are introduced to 

numbers and their qualities by having fun counting with 

their fingers, acorns or small stones. The children also 

have fun doing lots of mental arithmetic and learning their 

multiplication tables. The Class 1 Main Lesson finishes with 

story-time where a traditional tale is told by the Class 

Teacher. This is then recalled by the children the following 

day. In Class 2, the fables and legends of the saints are 

included.

The Four Arithmetical Processes (Addition, Subtraction, 

Multiplication and Division) are taught up to 100 in Class 

1 and 1,000 in Class 2. The Main Lesson in Classes 1 and 2 

focuses on writing and number work, with writing being 

taught before reading. Alphabet letters are introduced and 

presented through the imaginative use of pictures, which 

is followed by an associated story.

Once a week, the children enjoy a 

painting lesson and Specialist 

Subject Teachers come into 

class to deliver Foreign 

Language classes, 

Eurythmy (creative 

movement) and 

Handwork. Gentle 

encouragement 

is also given to 

mastering tasks 

such as fastening 

shoes and coats, 

taking care of 

possessions and 

sharing with the other 

children.

CLASS 3
Our curriculum for Class 3 pupils has been designed to 

meet the changing needs of the eight to nine-year-old 

child who is seen as ‘Crossing the Rubicon’ or going 

through an important transitional stage on their path 

towards adulthood.

From around the age of nine, a child becomes aware of 

themselves as a separate identity and our curriculum 

recognises this delicate and sensitive stage providing 

subject matter that is supportive, encouraging, reassuring 

and stimulating. Through the epic Old Testament stories 

such as the Creation; the Fall of Man and the Expulsion 

from Paradise, the concept of separation is explored 

to help the children put their inner emotional lives into 

perspective.

Class 3 English lessons focus on basic spelling and 

grammar, including elements of language composition. 

In Mathematics, practice is given to mental arithmetic 

and learning the times tables from one up to 12. The Four 

Number Processes are expanded upon and the children 

take a first look at economics, learning about the evolution 

of the Barter System to a monetary economy and handling 

money calculations, all of which link back to the Four 

Number Processes.

In Measurement classes, the children examine body 

measurement using feet, spans and thumbs. Standardised 

measurements (Imperial and Metric) and time measurement 

(the 24-hour clock, seasons, months, weeks, years and days) 

are also covered.

During the Music Main Lessons, the Class studies the basic 

notations through a range of creative and imaginative 

reading and composing exercises.

Throughout their time in Class 3, pupils study the historical 

development of farming. They learn how it links to the 

seasons, the practicalities of sowing, tending, harvesting 

and storing crops and the importance of working with 

nature. The Class Teacher arranges an exciting farm visit 

which gives the children the opportunity to see – first hand 

- animal husbandry and the basics of food production.

In the Building Main Lesson, historical building methods 

are studied alongside modern construction techniques 

such as laying foundations, brickwork, carpentry and 

roofing. To give the pupils an authentic and realistic 

building experience, the Class takes on a practical, hands-

on project to build a small wooden house or Yurt in the 

School playground.

Waldorf School
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CLASS 4
The Brighton Waldorf Class 4 Curriculum reflects the 

midpoint of a child’s journey through our Lower School. 

There is a gradual change during this year as the children 

continue with the imaginative and fantasy-led narrative 

in the form of history studies covering ancient cultures, 

myths and legends. However, the interactions of these 

mythical figures are now explored to understand how 

certain situations and events produce specific outcomes.

The children continue their learning journey and, through 

the exploration of grammar, discover how language’s living 

components are made, and the structures of the written 

word are learnt. The emphasis on detail is expanded 

through the growth of local Geography and History. The 

mixture of these broad subjects lets the child find their own 

balance against the expanding back-drop of the world and 

in Mathematics classes, fractions, complex divisions and 

multiplications are taught.

CLASS 5
The main theme for Class 5 is Ancient Civilisations which 

is complemented by a course in the language, writing and 

thoughts of Ancient Greece, taught by a Specialist Subject 

Teacher. Through studying these in order, the children 

experience the qualitative changes in the development 

of humanity that took place through these different 

cultural eras.

A new class – Botany – is introduced in Class 5. This forms 

part of an age-specific sequence that allows the children 

to understand how they themselves are related to the 

kingdoms of nature.

Other subjects covered in Class 5 include the geography 

of the British Isles, Freehand Writing, Geometry, Grammar 

and the punctuation of recited speech. In Mathematics, the 

principal focus is on decimal fractions and there is also a 

strong focus on athletics. This coincides with the study of 

the Greek Olympics and the children’s participation in an 

inter-schools’ Olympic event.

By the year-end of Class 5, pupils will have gained a robust 

foundation of learning and will be prepared to take on the 

growing complexities of the Waldorf Curriculum as they 

move up our School.

OFSTED 2021

“The school encourages 
personal expression, for 

example through art, music, 
drama and sport.”
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CLASSES 6 TO 8 – AN OVERVIEW 
Children aged from 12 to 14 years old

Main Lesson themes continue to be delivered in a logical way, with Literacy 

and Numeracy constantly and consistently practised. Our dedicated 

Class Teachers continue to cultivate and encourage creative writing, 

good grammar and the spoken word which is showcased by the 

performance of an annual Class Play.

At The Brighton Waldorf School, each Teacher has an 

artistic and imaginative approach to learning. Through 

this process, our curriculum awakens an interest and 

enthusiasm in each pupil. We strive to breathe life into all 

academic subjects and support and encourage each pupil to 

express themselves in a harmonious and creative way.

Main Lesson topics are expanded upon to work in conjunction 

with each pupil’s personal development. In the History Main 

Lesson, pupils track civilisation through the Middle Ages and 

The Renaissance up to modern times. In Geography classes, the 

learning curve moves from a local emphasis to national, European 

and then an international focus. In addition, other Main Lesson themes 

for our older pupils include Botany, Geology, Physics and Economics.

At the end of Class 8, the pupils’ journey with their Class Teacher comes to 

an end, and they stand equipped with all the learning tools and knowledge 

required to become part of the Upper School.

CREATIVE INSPIRING EDUCATION
An International Curriculum
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

As pupils continue to grow and progress through our School, the format of 
the Class Teacher teaching the Main Lesson continues. Specialist Subject 
Teachers also continue to deliver lessons in Languages, Music, Eurythmy, 
Science, Woodwork, Handwork, Citizenship, Sports and Forest School.

An Introduction
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“Pupils love school, 
finding it calm,  
supportive and  

nurturing.”



CLASSES 6
During Class 6, the curriculum strives to stimulate the 

child’s growing curiosity about the world they live in. 

Whilst studying the natural sciences (Geography, Geology, 

Botany and Physics), the Class Teacher directs the pupils’ 

attention to the laws of natural phenomena. For example, 

in Physics, the class looks at gravity, magnetism, heat, 

light and sound.

In Geography, the Class investigates and explores the 

configurations and formations of the earth’s layers and 

landmasses, focusing on Europe, her peoples and cultures. 

The Geology Main Lesson concentrates on discovering the 

substances and materials of land and studies the varied 

climates and vegetation round the world.

In History, the children encounter the natural law of cause 

and effect and their thinking capacity is deepened by 

categorising subject matter which illustrates how the past 

is a meaningful process which links and leads up to the 

present day.

The craft syllabus interweaves with the historical subjects 

through the creation of mosaics based on Roman relics 

and the clay modelling of rock and land formations in 

Geography.

Practical Business Mathematics is studied to help the 

children begin to understand how the world of business 

and finance works. The concepts of interest rates, 

percentages, discounts, exchange, V.A.T. and profit and loss 

are taught and practically applied as the children plan, 

produce and sell a product through their own business 

venture.

English classes continue to build on the study of grammar 

with the focus moving to direct and indirect speech 

and verb tenses. The foundations of good essay writing 

are forged and then applied when describing physics 

experiments and writing synopses of historical accounts

CLASS 7
The main theme for Class 7 is The Renaissance. Pupils 

study the transition from Medieval history to The 

Renaissance which is in keeping with the principle of 

teaching reflecting each child’s development.

Pupils learn how the geocentric world’s view of Ptolemy 

gave way to the heliocentric view of Copernicus, with 

recognition that in fact the earth moves around the sun. 

The Renaissance Main Lesson gives the pupils a wonderful 

chance to look at drawing, painting and modelling through 

the High Renaissance artists Leonardo, Raphael and 

Michelangelo. To complement 

this, pupils produce 

beautiful views of Venice 

and other artwork pieces 

reflecting the mood and 

style of the era.

Other Class 7 Main 

Lesson themes include 

Astronomy, the Age of 

the Explorers, Chemistry 

and Creative Writing. 

Nutrition and Hygiene form 

the basis of an understanding of 

physiology and investigating the way 

things work is extended to the inanimate realm with the 

study of Mechanics and Mechanical Engineering.

CLASS 8
Class 8 sees the conclusion of a pupil’s learning journey 

in the Middle School. The emphasis of our curriculum 

here is a gathering of subject matters, together with the 

formalisation of new skills to assist the individual in a more 

cognitive pursuit of learning.

The Main Lessons are still assisting the pupil’s development 

towards adulthood with the introduction of great themes of 

history and economic political events. The introduction of 

Economic History and Revolutions help our pupils to gain an 

awareness of the conflicts through development in which 

man needs to find balance, for example The British Industrial 

Revolution and The French Revolution.

In Mathematics, further detail is explored through the 

development of algebraic formulas and equations, with 

the incorporation of graphs and statistics. In Geography, 

the course of mankind’s accomplishments is celebrated 

through an in-depth appreciation of the Americas and 

beyond; and in Chemistry and Meteorology classes, the 

details of processes are observed.

During this year our Internet Main Lesson strives to provide 

our Class 8 pupils with a balanced understanding and 

knowledge of the context of the modern internet, helping 

them to develop the functional skills required to use the 

internet safely and effectively.

The final stage of the Class journey and the celebration of 

its experience with the Class Teacher takes the form of 

a Class play, arising out of the Main Lesson cycles on 

Language and Literature.

CREATIVE INSPIRING EDUCATION
An International Curriculum



CLASSES 9 - 10  
Children aged from 14 to 16 years old

The Brighton Waldorf Upper School Curriculum covers 

English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Higher 

Mathematics, Geography, History, Anthropology, Art, Biology, 

Physics, Chemistry, German, French, Drama, Music and Craft, 

plus Life Skills, Forest School and Sport.

The Brighton Waldorf School and its Teachers are 

committed to giving each pupil a rounded and secure 

start in life and the confidence to be inspiring, caring 

and capable individuals.

On average, Brighton Waldorf pupils study for and sit 

between seven and nine GCSEs. Pupils also have two weeks 

of work experience during their time in Class 9.

Throughout their learning journey at our School, pupils 

continue to develop their independent judgement and our 

Teachers continue to help each one nurture their emerging 

inner selves. 

Our teaching focus becomes increasingly more conceptual 

and cognitive with the learning emphasis shifting to a 

strong analytical and self-determined approach.

Our pupils continue to broaden their view of the world 

from a varied range of perspectives and our Upper School 

Curriculum supports and prepares each pupil to access 

Further and Higher Education and training opportunities.

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N

U P P E R  S C H O O L

The Brighton Waldorf Upper School Curriculum is specifically 
designed to support the critical adolescence years.

An Introduction

The Brighton Waldorf School is dedicated to 

balancing the physical, emotional and intellectual 

needs of each pupil in a supportive and encouraging 

way that gives them self-confidence, strength and 

understanding to make a positive difference in the 

world throughout their lives.

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N
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EXAM SUCCESSES
Our Class 10 (Year 11) pupils achieved outstanding GCSE 

results last year, attaining a 93% pass rate, despite coping 

with the COVID 19 Pandemic and associated hurdles. The 

exceptional pass rate of 93% is great recognition for all 

the hard work, dedication and commitment the pupils put 

into their studies throughout the unprecedented COVID-19 

pandemic and series of lockdowns.

The latest set of GCSE results continue to reflect a 

consistent upward trend in academic performance across 

a wide range of subjects, most notably in:

• English (100%)

• Higher Maths (100%)

• Art (100%)

• German (100%)

• Physics (100%)

• History (100%)

• French (100%)

• Spanish (100%)

• Drama (88%)

• Chemistry (86%)

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N

CREATIVE INSPIRING EDUCATION
An International Curriculum

I N  A D D I T I O N
Brighton Waldorf pupils  

performed at levels above national 

averages in many subjects, with 

exceptional performances in English 

Language, English Literature, Art, 

Physics, Languages and Higher 

Maths where they achieved  
93% and 38% Grade 7  

and above. 

OFSTED 2021

“Older pupils are 
articulate, reflective,  

and great ambassadors  
for their school.”



The Brighton Waldorf School provides a safe and nurturing 
environment for your child to grow in an academic, artistic and 
practical learning culture which balances physical, emotional and 
intellectual needs.

Part of an international, independent educational system - which has over 1,150 schools worldwide 

– The Brighton Waldorf School is dedicated to recognising and acknowledging the unique spirit and

talents of each individual child.

Through a rich curriculum, our school guides children toward self-knowledge, teaching them clarity 

of thought and a strength of purpose, developing independent and inspiring individuals, who are 

happy, capable and caring.

Y O U R 
C H I L D ’ S 
L E A R N I N G 
J O U R N E Y 

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N

OFSTED 2021

“Pupils are introduced to a 
diverse range of cultures and 
they have ample opportunity 
to develop individual talents 

and interests.”

CREATIVE INSPIRING EDUCATION
An International Curriculum



CREATIVE INSPIRING EDUCATION
An International Curriculum

Creativity 
At The Brighton Waldorf School, our pupils use drawing, painting,  
music, movement, poetry, modelling and drama to enhance the  
learning experience in every subject.

A high value is placed on play in the Early Years Department,  
imagination in the Middle School and creative thinking at Secondary 
level. This encourages a strong sense for the artistic and cultural life  
which is supported by an aesthetic teaching environment.

  A child’s imagination is one of their greatest assets. Just like physical exercise  
helps to strengthen our bodies, our imagination helps our minds to become supple, inquiring 
and agile. This enables our pupils to see and identify opportunities that arise throughout their 
educational journey. That is one of the main reasons our curriculum focuses on and encourages 
the development of each pupil’s imagination, coupled with a passion for exploration, investigation, 
creativity and discovery. 

Continuity 
Pupils are with the same Class Teacher from age six to 14 and are 

also supported by a range of Specialist Subject Teachers.

Every morning, key subjects are taught in the Main Lesson, which  
allows for depth, integration and focus. The rhythms of the day,  

week, month and year give a context that is enhanced by seasonal  
celebrations.

  The Main Lesson format is one of the most unique and distinctive 
characteristics of our curriculum and the Waldorf education system. It lets our  

Class Teachers cover the curriculum in an in-depth way, providing our pupils with the fullest 
possible immersion and engagement in a subject. The Main Lesson ‘blocks’ help to ensure that 

students have sufficient time to experience the living process of learning.  

Activity 
At The Brighton Waldorf School, we believe there should be a pivotal place for 
structured movement, the outdoor environment and learning. To deliver this, 
our school timetable includes traditional games, sports, Eurythmy (creative 
movement), gymnastics, drama productions, an extensive programme of 
handcrafts and the development of manual skills.



Inclusion and Differentiation 
Whole class teaching is combined with individualised and  
differentiated learning. Imaginative engagement with the 
lesson material allows all pupils - regardless of strengths,  

weaknesses and learning styles - to work at different levels 
 within their class group..

  At The Brighton Waldorf School, each Teacher has  
an artistic and imaginative approach to learning. Through  

this process, our curriculum awakens an interest and  
enthusiasm in each pupil.  We strive to breathe life into  
all academic subjects and support and encourage each  

pupil to express themselves in a harmonious and  
creative way.  

The Individual and Society 
Our pupils’ social and emotional skills are fostered in a variety of ways. By the 
recognition of childhood as a time of wonder, by the family-like environment of 
the extended Early Years Department; by the provision of clear adult authority 
and guidance, and by the exploration of global and social perspectives at 
Secondary level.

The Spoken Word 
The oral and narrative tradition is brought to life though recitation, drama and 
an extensive use of poetry, stories, myths and legends from all cultures. Two 
modern languages are taught from age six, by native speakers.

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N



Age-appropriate 
Lesson content and its method of presentation at our school are linked to the 
children’s emotional, social, physical and intellectual development. Formal 
education, which begins at age six, is introduced in a way and at a pace that 
respects the child’s developmental journey.

Assessment 
The unique qualities of each child can be observed and  
described, but not always measured. The development  

of every pupil is closely monitored, mainly through 
on-going formative assessment and in-depth study..

  The Brighton Waldorf School is dedicated to balancing  
the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of each of our 
students in a supportive and encouraging way that gives  

them self-confidence, strength and understanding to make 
a positive difference in the world throughout their lives.  

Excellence 
Every Brighton Waldorf pupil is expected to give their best across  
all disciplines, through hard work, determination and the receipt of  
inspirational teaching and learning.

 The Brighton Waldorf School and its Teachers are committed to  
giving each pupil a rounded and secure start in life, and the confidence  
to become inspiring, caring and capable individuals. 

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N
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The Waldorf Education Tree

The Tree gives a concise overview of The Brighton Waldorf School Curriculum which highlights our 

artistic and imaginative approach to learning. Through this process, our curriculum awakens an interest 

and enthusiasm in each pupil and we strive to breathe life into all academic subjects and support and 

encourage each pupil to express themselves in a harmonious and creative way. It is the basis of our pupil’s 

development, alongside qualifications, that will allow them to journey in their chosen career direction.

O U R  C U R R I C U L U M

Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N
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Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N

C O N TA C T  U S
If you have any queries, please do get in touch. 

The Brighton Waldorf School, situated in the heart of East 

Brighton, provides a safe and nurturing environment 

for your child to grow and progress along their learning 

journey.

Our Teachers are dedicated to creating a genuine love 

of learning within each pupil and work closely with 

parents to ensure each child’s requirements are met 

through a balance of an academic, artistic and practical 

learning culture which supports their physical, emotional, 

intellectual, cultural and spiritual needs.

If you have any queries, please call or email the Team:

01273 386300  •  enquiries@brightonwaldorfschool.org

THE BRIGHTON WALDORF SCHOOL 
Roedean Road, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 5RA

www.brightonwaldorfschool.org

Limited Company No. 2395378 • Registered Charity No. 802036

The Brighton Waldorf School is a LGBT+ Ally
The Brighton Waldorf School is proud to be an LGBT+ Ally, committed to 
building LGBT+ awareness, inclusion and safety.

Through working in partnership with Allsorts Youth Project’s LGBT+ Allyship Programme, the 

School is dedicated to supporting our pupils who are lesbian, gay, bi, trans or developing an 

understanding their gender identity and/or sexual orientation (LGBT+).

The School has also created a LGBT+ Pupil Team. The team members are working closely with 

the teaching staff to create, initiate, agree and deliver a series of gender neutral initiatives 

and procedures which are being actioned throughout the School.

Everyone at The Brighton Waldorf School will challenge exclusion, prejudice and 
discrimination in all areas of LGBT+ children and young people's lives.



Waldorf School
T H E  B R I G H T O N

C O N TA C T  U S

If you have any queries, please email: 

enquiries@brightonwaldorfschool.org 

or telephone: 01273 386300

Limited Company No. 2395378 • Registered Charity No. 802036

www.brightonwaldorfschool.org

The Brighton Waldorf School

Roedean Road, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 5RA
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